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‘Countries in the region with higher levels of human developmen
also demonstrate low perceived levels of corruption.”

Asia Pacific Human Development Repoet




The Beginning

The Accountability and Transparency (ACT) project has been designed
to support the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
(GIRoA) in developing the necessary capacities to fight corruption. It
was initiated in January 2007 and is due to run till March 2012. The ACT
project takes the Afghanistan National Development Strategy (ANDS),
the National Anti Corruption Strategy (NACS} and the United Nations
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) as its starting point. The
project components have been developed in order to support the
government in meeting the priorities and requirements set out in
these key strategies and conventions.




How we do it

The project puts emphasis on prevention, awareness-raising and
capacity development. Since a holistic approach Is required for the
successful fight against corruption, close coordination and
collaboration have been established with international
development partners focusing on the enforcement side to ensure
that activities and approaches are complimentary. In addition, the
project supports the engagement of civil society in the fight against
corruption

The High Office of Oversight (HOD) is a key partner of the project
given the central role it is expected to play in overseeing the
implementation of the NACS, the prevention of corruption, training,
advocacy, and awareness-raising. The project also engages with the
government counterparts and civil society at the central and as well
assub-national level.




What we do

Component 1: Improved institutional and
policy environment created to support the
implementation of the National Anti-
Corruption Strategy

Component 2: Enhanced accountability,
transparency and integrity in key
governmentinstitutions

Component 3: Increased awareness and
understanding amongst the public and
enhanced capacity of civil society and
media to effectively contribute to the fight
againstcorruption

Component 4: Enhanced independent
monitoring of anti-corruption efforts
undertaken by government and civil
society




Achievements (May 2010)

HOQ enabled to fulfill its mandate:

Institutional capacity of HOO has been
strengthened through provision of technical
capacity and procurement of goods for varlous
departments of HOO. The HOO law was revised vis-
3-vis the UNCAC which has provided the basis for
HOO to coordinate its efforts more effectively with
other government institutions. Advisory capacity is
being provided to the HOO in further development
ofthe NACS and development and implementation
ofaninternal strategy for the HOO.

S ic. Regional and | ional P hi
Developed:

The HOO was provided with technical support
through South-South cooperation initiative with
the government of Indonesia providing a senior
expert on antl-corruption. Participation of the
Government of Afghanistan as an observer country
was facilitated in various meetings of the
ADB/OECD Anti-Corruption Initiative for Asia and
the Pacific, In addition, participation of HOO
leadership and a representative from MOE in the
International Conference on Anti-Corruption held
In Astanawas facilitated by the project.




Achievements (May 2010)

Complaints, and Investigation Capacity
Established/Developed in CAQ, MOE, MOF and MO1:

The MOF was assisted by the project to establish a
complaints office which is directly involved in handling
serious corruption cases through establishment of
hotline, billboard and poster campaign, The project is
also actively pursuing the establishment of a complaints
office in the MOE. With the support provided through
ACT and European Union Police (EUPOL), the MOl has
been able to establish the Office for Anti-corruption
Implementation Plan.

Capacity of CAO Strengthened to Enhance Financial

CAO has been provided with an international technical
specialist to carry out a review of existing financial and
auditing procedures and conduct a need assessment for
the CAO.

Civil Society Actors and Media Involved in the Fight
Against Corruption:

The project has established the Accountability and
Transparency Grants Facility {ACT-GF) to provide support
to civil society. Three CSOs including Integrated
Approaches to Community Development (IACD),
Integrity Watch Afghanistan (IWA) and Saba Media
Organization (SMO) completed projects in the area of
anti-corruption in 2009. The projects were related to
monitoring of service delivery, capacity building of CSOs,
andinvestigative journalism respectively.







